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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7-11, 13, 15, 21 and 23 have been amended. 
Claims 24-28 are new claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
mailing and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 11, 13, 15, 21, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 

claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a 
way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Claims 1 , 3, 5, 
1 1 , 13, 15, 21 , and 25 claim a first and a second setting that are use in the limitations, 
however, there is no disclosure of such limitations supported by the original application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his Invention. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1-28 recite the limitations " cause the 



Application/Control Number: 10/537,689 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2617 

apparatus to perform. " and " adjusting an availability setting of the mobile communication 
terminal " in where "the apparatus" and "the mobile communication terminal" have no 
antecedent basis in the claims. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitations in the claim. 

Claim 1, the limitation; "cause the apparatus to perform at least the following," in 
line 5. there Is Insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation. 

Claim 1, the limitation; "adjusting an availability setting of the mobile 
communication terminal to the more...," in line 1 1 . there is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation. 

Claims 2-28, have similar deficiency in the preamble or body of the claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described In (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Doss et 



al. (US 20030046296 A1). 
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Regarding claim 1. Doss et al. discloses a terminal (fig. 1, % 48, Doss et al. teaches 

computing device being able to connect to server using a wired connection, or a 

wireless connection, hence, a terminal), comprising: 

A processor (fig. 1 , Doss et al. teaches processor element 12 ): and 

at least one memory including computer program code (If: 41-42, Doss et al. teaches at 

least one memory which shows communication capability)^ 

The at least one memory and the computer program code configured to. with the 

processor, cause the apparatus to perform at least the following. 

detecting commencement of an activity or running of an application associated with a 

first setting (1|: 14-17, Doss et al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to 

instant messaging and electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, 

such as from being in the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact 

information will be automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the 

commencement of an activity and adjusting an availability setting), 

retrieving a second setting associated with a selected operating profile (I T: 14-17, Doss 

et al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to instant messaging and 

electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, such as from being in 

the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact information will be 

automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the commencement of an activity 

and adjusting an availability setting); 

selecting a more restrictive setting based on a comparison of the first setting and the 
second setting (I f: 8, 53, Doss et al. teaches selection is made by user of going form 
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status setting to anotlier, one of tliem been more restrictive, liowever, tlnis is a user 
choice); 

adjusting an availability setting of the mobile communication terminal to tine more 
restrictive setting: (fig. 1-5, If: 8, 14-17, 20-22; Doss et al. teaches user definable 
settings associated with availability settings), 
and 

reporting of the adjusted availability setting to or via a network (fig. 2, 1|: 43-48, Doss et 
al. teaches wireless network that is applied to adjust the availability to a network). 
Regarding claim 11. Doss et al. discloses a method comprising: 
detecting commencement of an activity or the running of an application associated with 
a first setting (H 55-59, Doss et al. teaches detecting times and running applications due 
to settings set by user automatically); 

retrieving a second setting associated with a selected operating profile (I f: 14-17, Doss 
et al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to instant messaging and 
electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, such as from being in 
the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact information will be 
automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the commencement of an activity 
and adjusting an availability setting); 

selecting a more restrictive setting based on a comparison of the first setting and the 
second setting (I T: 8, 53, Doss et al. teaches selection is made by user of going form 
status setting to another, one of them been more restrictive, however, this is a user 
choice); 
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adjusting an availability setting (H: 14-17, Doss et al. teaches running a dynamic contact 
information to instant messaging and electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's 
status changes, such as from being in the office and free to being in a meeting, the 
dynamic contact information will be automatically updated, hence, means responsive to 
the commencement of an activity and adjusting an availability setting) of a mobile 
communication terminal to the more resthctive setting (fig. 1-5, H: 14-1 7, 20-22; Doss et 
al. teaches user definable settings associated with availability settings); and 
causing, at least in part, reporting of the adjusted availability setting to or via a network 
(fig. 2, H: 43-48, Doss et al. teaches wireless network that is applied to adjust the 
availability to a network). 

Regarding claim 21. Doss et al. discloses an apparatus comprising: 
a processor : and 

at least one memory including computer program code (If: 41-42, Doss et al. teaches at 
least one memory which shows communication capability)^ 
the at least one memory and the computer program code configured to. with the 
processor (fig. 1 , Doss et al. teaches processor element 12)^ 

cause the apparatus to perform at least the following. 

detect commencement of an activity or running of an application associated with a first 
setting (IT 55-59, Doss et al. teaches detecting times and running applications due to 
settings set by user automatically): 

retrieve a second setting associated with a selected operating profile (H : 14-17, Doss et 
al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to instant messaging and electronic 
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status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, such as from being in the office 
and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact information will be automatically 
updated, hence, means responsive to the commencement of an activity and adjusting 
an availability setting); 

select a more restrictive setting based on a comparison of the first setting and the 
second setting (H : 8, 53, Doss et al. teaches selection is made by user of going form 
status setting to another, one of them been more restrictive, however, this is a user 
choice): 

adjust an availability setting of a communication terminal to the more restrictive setting 
(1|: 14-17, Doss et al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to instant 
messaging and electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, such as 
from being In the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact information 
will be automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the commencement of an 
activity and adjusting an availability setting) (fig. 1-5, 1|:14-17, 20-22; Doss et al. teaches 
user definable settings associated with availability settings); and 
report the adjusted availability setting to or via a network (fig. 2, H: 43-48, Doss et al. 
teaches wireless network that is applied to adjust the availability to a network). 
Consider claim 2. A terminal as claimed in claim 1 , in which the adjusting means is 
arranged to adjust the availability setting depending on the identity of the application or 
the activity (H: 14-17, Doss et al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to 
Instant messaging and electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, 
such as from being in the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact 
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information will be automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the 
commencement of an activity and adjusting an availability setting). 
Consider claim 3. A terminal as claimed in claim 2, in which the fjr^ setting is user 
definable (If: 14-17, Doss at al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to instant 
messaging and electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, such as 
from being in the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact information 
will be automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the commencement of an 
activity and adjusting an availability setting). 

Consider claim 5. A terminal as claimed in claimed 4, in which the second setting is 
user definable (fig. 1-5, 1|:14-17, 20-22; Doss et al. teaches user definable settings 
associated with availability settings). 

Consider claim 7. A terminal as claimed in claim 1 . wherein the adjustment of the 
availability setting is responsive to the ending of the activity or the ceasing of the 
running of the application to restore the availability setting to its previous setting (fig. 5; 
1|: 55-60, Doss et al. teaches making determination whether availability of application 
will revert to another setting). 

Consider claim 8. A terminal as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the apparatus is further 
caused, at least in part, to allow a user to define a different availability setting for a 
predetermined network user or a group of network users to a setting associated with 
other users (fig. 5, 12; H: 14-18, 55-63, Doss et al. teaches different settings that are 
define by user to update status for buddy lists). 
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Consider claim 9. A terminal as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the apparatus is further 
caused, at least in part, to queue one or more communications received in 
contravention of an availability setting without revealing the one or more 
communications to the user (If: 21, 51-54, Doss et al. teaches displaying information of 
people, groups, and their statuses, storage means for accessing them is available). 
Consider claim 10. A terminal as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the apparatus is further 
caused, at least in part, to. in response to the receipt of a communication in 
contravention of an availability setting for automatically sending a reply (If: 21, 51-54, 
Doss et al. teaches displaying information of people, groups, and their statuses, storage 
means for accessing them is available). 

Consider claim 12. Method as claimed in claim 1 1 , in which the adjusting step 
includes adjusting the availability setting depending on the identity of the application or 
the activity (1|: 14-17, Doss et al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to 
instant messaging and electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, 
such as from being in the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact 
information will be automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the 
commencement of an activity and adjusting an availability setting). 
Consider claim 13. A method as claimed in claim 12, in which the first setting is user 
definable (If: 14-21, Doss et al. teaches running a dynamic contact information to instant 
messaging and electronic status boards, thus, when an entity's status changes, such as 
from being in the office and free to being in a meeting, the dynamic contact information 
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will be automatically updated, hence, means responsive to the commencement of an 
activity and adjusting an availability setting). 

Consider claim 15. A method as claimed in claim 14, in which the second setting is 
user definable (fig. 1-5, 1f:14-17, 20-22; Doss et al. teaches user definable settings 
associated with availability settings). 

Consider claim 17. A method as claimed in claim 1 1 , comprising detecting the ending 
of the activity or the ceasing of the running of the application, and in response to a 
detection restoring the availability setting to its previous setting (fig. 5; 1|: 55-60, Doss et 
al. teaches making determination whether availability of application will revert to another 
setting). 

Consider claim 18. A method as claimed in claim 11, comprising allowing a user to 
define a different availability setting for a predetermined network user or a group of 
network users to a setting associated with other users (fig. 5, 12; H: 14-18, 55-63, Doss 
et al. teaches different settings that are define by user to update status for buddy lists). 
Consider claim 19. A method claimed in claim 11, comprising queuing one or more 
communications received in contravention of an availability setting without revealing the 
one or more communications to the user (H: 21 , 51-54, Doss et al. teaches displaying 
information of people, groups, and their statuses, storage means for accessing them is 
available). 

Consider claim 20. A method as claimed in claim 11, comprising automatically sending 
in response to the receipt of a communication in contravention of an availability setting a 
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reply communication (1|: 21 , 51-54, Doss et al. teaclies displaying information of people, 
groups, and their statuses, storage means for accessing them is available). 
Consider claim 23. The apparatus as claimed in claim 21 , wherein the apparatus is 
further caused, at least in part, to allow a user to define a different availability setting for 
a predetermined network user or a group of network users to a setting associated with 
other users (fig. 5, 12; 1|: 14-18, 55-63, Doss et al. teaches different settings that are 
define by user to update status for buddy lists). 

Consider claim 24. The apparatus as claimed in claim 21, wherein the availability 
setting is adjusted depending on the identity of the application or the activity i1|: 8, 53, 
Doss et al. teaches selection is made by user of going form status setting to another, 
one of them been more restrictive, however, this is a user choice). 
Consider claim 25. The apparatus as claimed in claim 21 , wherein the first setting and 
the second setting are user definable (H: 8, 53, Doss et al. teaches selection is made by 
user of going form status setting to another, one of them been more restrictive, 
however, this is a user choice which can be defined). 

Consider claim 26. The apparatus as claimed in claim 21, wherein the adjustment of 
the availability setting is responsive to the ending of the activity or the ceasing of the 
running of the application to restore the availability setting to its previous setting (H: 21 , 
53, Doss et al. teaches timed events with server for updates). 
Consider claim 27. The apparatus as claimed in claim 21 , wherein the apparatus is 
further caused, at least in part, to allow a user to define a different availability setting for 



Application/Control Number: 10/537,689 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2617 

a predetermined networl^ user or a group of networl^ users to a setting associated with 
other users (H: 14-21 , Doss et al. teaches groups and settings for individuals in groups). 
Consider claim 28. The apparatus as claimed in claim 21 , wherein the apparatus is 
further caused, at least In part, to, in response to the receipt of a communication in 
contravention of an availability setting, to automatically send a reply communication 
92, Doss et al. teaches communicate of alternative information when availability setting 
is in contravention with outside communication message). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIEGO HERRERA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0907. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Diego Herrera/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/LESTER KINCAID/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



